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INTERDICT
Prohibition against administering the sacraments in a village or a
monastery. In the correspondence of Bishop Abraham of Hermonthis from
around 600, we learn of a case in which the doing of things that were not
fitting either for monks or for the laity in a monastery (we are not told
anything more precise), and their toleration by the abbot, led to the
pronouncement of the interdict by the bishop. It was limited in time, up to
the point at which the wrongdoer came to the bishop. In addition, the
abbot was threatened with excommunication if he contravened the
prohibition and held a service of communion in the monastery.
In a second case, we see in a letter from the bishop to the village officials
of a locality that the interdict was decreed against the place because a
man had been unlawfully arrested. Baptism and the conduct of public
worship were expressly placed under penalty. Anyone acting in
contravention of the prohibition was to be excluded from communion.
The imposition of the interdict is threatened in a further incomplete
letter, after the inhabitants of a township declared the bishop’s canons
void and threw the clergy into the river. When the bishop called the
inhabitants to account because of this, they snorted at him. In all the
cases the punishment has a time limit: until the wrongdoers come to the
bishop, or until the wrong has been removed.
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